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Off the Editor's Chest 


Te DRIVE A CAR that had the latest thing 
[in streamlined fenders, chromium grille work 
and trim, and an impressive instrument panel with 
a wide variety of dials, lights, and gadgets was, in 
pre-war days, essential to many a man’s sense of 
well-being, and his car was likely to be his favorite 
topic of conversation. The man of the household 
showed as much interest in getting a car with ‘‘the 
new look” and the most advanced gadgetry as the 
feminine members of his family in selecting the 
most fashionable of Easter bonnets. 

During the war, however, when only the favored 
few could obtain new cars, there developed a 
sounder attitude toward the family automobile, 
which came to be regarded more as a functioning 
mechanism than as a matter of personal or family 
prestige. The impressive, big eight-cylinder job 
that was the envy of the neighborhood in peace- 
time sat in the garage of the owner with an A-ration 
sticker for considerable periods of time, because it 
was often capable of giving only eight or ten miles 
to a gallon of gasoline. Smaller, less expensive cars 
that gave a gasoline consumption of 15 miles to 
the gallon, or better, came to be appreciated. 
With gasoline supplies expected to be not overly 
abundant for several years, the farsighted car own- 
er will continue to be guided in his selection of a 
car by its economy of operation and maintenance. 
During the war years, also, car owners discovered 
that a good reboring job on the engine or installing 
a new engine in an old car provided them with 
several more years of reliable, economical trans- 
portation. Today, when the prices of new cars will 


average around 70% higher than they were 10 
years ago, and with the most sought-after makes 
and models hard to get, the man who wishes to 
get the most for his transportation dollars will be 
well-advised to continue these thrifty practices. 
One of CR’s automobile experts points out that, 
from the standpoint of actual service (not style), it 
is far better to buy an old car of a recommended, 
time-tested make and spend several hundred dol- 
lars fixing it up, than to purchase one of the new 
makes, readily available, which have been in pro- 
duction too short a time to have all the “bugs” 
(and some are quite troublesome) worked out of 
their design. 

The troubles reported on one newly-designed car, 
according to our informant, have generally been of 
two classes, engines and bodies. The engines, es- 
pecially in the earlier production, were below par 
due to sloppy manufacturing methods such as lax- 
ity in holding to tolerances, improper fitting of 
parts, and poor inspection. The difficulties with 
bodies he attributes to the shortage of steel and 
the need to use whatever was available, including 
steel sheets that were inadequately heat-treated 
and which, as a result, had a tendency to warp and 
twist. 

Even dealers of long-established makes of auto- 
mobiles are having their troubles (and very con- 
siderable expense) putting new cars into proper 
operating condition after they are delivered, but 
the problems of the dealer handling a newly-de- 
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Bicycles 
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Ww the automobile and gasoline supply 
situation approximating normal, the bi- 
cycle has retrogressed from the position of im- 
portance in the transportation field which it 
held briefly for short-distance travel during the 
war. Bicycling is doubtless a healthy sport 
and might well be indulged in to a greater ex- 
tent by adults in this country as it has been 
for years everywhere in Europe, but it is not a 
practicable means of covering the considerable 
distances many Americans find it necessary to 
travel daily in all kinds of weather. 

There will always be groups of enthusiasts 
who use bicycling as a pleasant outdoor sport. 


4 Sys ‘sm 
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Light Weight Sports 


Such people appreciate the better-grade light- 
weight bikes, usually of English manufacture. 
The fine workmanship and superior materials 
of these bicycles make them much more ex- 
pensive than the general run of American-made 
machines which have been developed primarily 
for boys and girls to ride. Both types of bi- 
cycles, however, were included in those pur- 
chased by CR for test. 

The bicycles were rated on the following 
characteristics: 

1. Strength or rigidity of frame and forks 
as judged from deflections under standard con- 
ditions of measurement in thousandths of an 
inch per 100 pounds of load. As the greatest 
deflection was less than 0.1 inch per 100 pounds 


(the fork deflection of the Raleigh), the frames 
were judged to be of satisfactory rigidity, 
though differences were definitely measurable. 
In addition, each frame was loaded to 800 
pounds. 

2. Quality of materials and workmanship of 
the pedal-crank hangers and front axles. This 
was determined by the hardness of the cones, 
number of balls in bearings, and finish of 
bearing surfaces. Hardness measurements were 
made. 


Raleigh Dawn Tourist No. 12 


3. Quality of steering heads and their bear- 
ings. The head is the part of the frame into 
which the front fork and handle bar stem are 
fitted. Heads of greater length and larger di- 


Cadillac, Model 521 
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ameter are stronger, and greater rigidity was 
achieved by adequate reinforcement. The num- 
ber of balls and finish of bearing races were 
also considered in judging quality of the heads. 


4. Hardness of sprockets was measured and 
finish of working surfaces was noted. 


5. Quality of chains was judged on pitch 
and width; of mudguards, on adequacy of at- 








Colson 











J. C. Higgins, Model 4512 














Challenger 


tachment and support; of saddles, on spring 
suspension and materials; of saddle posts, on 
finish, construction, length, and diameter. 


6. The bicycles were given an allover inspec- 
tion to judge character of workmanship and 
finish, including painting, plating, frame welds, 
etc. 


7. Gear. This is the relation between turns 
of the crank and the forward distance traveled 
per turn. Gear is computed by multiply- 
ing the diameter of the rear wheel measured 
at periphery of the tire, in inches, by the 
number of teeth in the front sprocket and 
dividing this product by the number of teeth 
in the rear sprocket. The Challenger bicycle, 
for instance, has a wheel whose diameter 
measures 26 inches over the tire, its front 
sprocket has 24 teeth, and the rear sprocket 
has 10, —°+—*= 624, the gear of this bicycle. 
A gear between 65 and 70 is considered best 
for most riding, but lower gears are helpful on 
hills and rough roads. Gear values that are 
appreciably above 70 are intended for fast or 
long-distance riding on level, smooth roads. 


8. Rolling resistance. A rough measure of 
rolling resistance was determined under con- 
ditions which actuated hanger bearings and 
rear-wheel bearings. The rolling resistance so 
determined, of the English-made bicycles was 
exceedingly low—about one-half—-as compared 
with the average American cycles. 


In all, 25 characteristics were evaluated on 
each sample and used in making the ratings, 
and information in the listings is necessarily 
very greatly condensed. 


Bicycles were for men unless otherwise ine 
dicated. Ratings are cr48. 
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A. Recommended 


Raleigh Dawn Tourist No. 12 (Raleigh Cycle Co., Ltd., 
Nottingham, England) $72; Dynohub', $8.50 extra. 
Weight, 39 Ib.; 23-in. frame; gear, 60.5. Equipped with 
Dunlop War Grade 26 in. x 1.375 in. tires. Leather 
saddle of excellent quality. Well designed bicycle 
showing exceptionally fine workmanship. Had Sturmey- 

7 Archer 3-speed hub and hand-operated rim_ brakes. 

Rigidity of frame much below average. Head length 
and reinforcement were satisfactory but diameter was 
small. Rolling resistance low (very good). 3 

Royal Enfield Light Weight Sports, Ladies’ (Enfield 
Cycle Co., Ltd., Redditch, England) $79.50. Weight, 
35 lb.; 23-in. frame; gear, 66.5. Equipped with Dunlop 
War Grade 26 in. x 1.375 in. tires. Had caliper-type 
hand-operated rim brakes (desirable). Artificial leather 
saddle of satisfactory quality. Frame well designed and 
excellently finished. Rigidity of frame about average. 
Head length was satisfactory but diameter was small 
and reinforcement poor. Rolling resistance exceptional- 
ly low (excellent) (partly due to the fact that hub had 
no coaster brake or 3-speed gear). 3 


B. Intermediate 


Cadillac, Model S21, Ladies’ (Shelby Cycle Co., Shelby, 
Ohio) $45. Weight, 42 Ilb.; 19-in. frame; gear, 
62.5. Equipped with Pharis Lightning 26 in. x 2.125 in. 
tires. Artificial leather saddle of below-average quality. 
Finish very good. Had Bendix coaster brake. Rigidity 
of frame at forks, above average; at hanger, somewhat 
below average. Head dimensions and reinforcement, 
satisfactory. Rolling resistance low (very good). 1 

Colson (The Colson Corp., Elyria, Ohio) $42.50. Weight, 
47 lb.; 18-in. frame; gear, 67.5. Equipped with Good- 
year All Weather 26 in. x 2.125 in. tires. Artificial 
leather saddle of satisfactory quality. Painting some- 
what uneven. Had New Departure* coaster brake. 
Rigidity of frame well above average. Head satisfac- 


'The Raleigh Dynohub is a 6-volt electric generator built into the front hub, 
connected to front and rear light. Output 2 watts. This is a desirable 
addition for those who need to cycle at night; and is judged to represent 
a big improvement over the common lighting current generators driven 
by a small wheel running in contact with the tire. Silent in operation, 
é only slight added resistance to motion. 


"The New Departure coaster brake was judged to be easily the best of U.S. 
—_ coaster brakes with which the American bicycles in the test were 
equipped. 








Rollfast 


tory, but number of balls was low. Rolling resistance 
about average. 


J. C. Higgins, Model 4512 (Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 


6—4512) $41.50, plus transportation. Weight, 51 lb.; 
19-in. frame; gear, 67.5. Equipped with Austate Cru- 
sader 26 in. x 2.125 in. tires. Higgins coaster brake. 
Artificial leather saddle of below-average quality. Frame 
well designed and finished. Rigidity of frame consider- 
ably above average. Steering head was rather short, 
but had satisfactory diameter and reinforcement. Rolling 
resistance highest of any make tested (undesirable). 1 


Challenger (Arnold, Schwinn & Co., 1718 N. Kildare Ave., 


Chicago) $52.95; higher on the West Coast. Weight, 
49.5 lb.; 18-in. frame; gear, 62.5. Equipped with 
Gillette Bear 26 in. x 2.125 in. tires. Artificial leather 
saddle of satisfactory quality. Finish, fair to good. 
Had New Departure coaster brake. Rigidity of frame 
well above average. Head, satisfactory. Rolling re- 
sistance fair. 


C. Not Recommended 


Columbia Comet, Ladies’ (Westfield Mfg. Co., Westfield, 


Mass.) $45. Weight, 43 lb.; 18-in. frame; gear, 
62.5. Equipped with U. S. Royal Chain 26 in. x 2.125 
in. tires. Artificial leather saddle of satisfactory qual- 
ity. Finish, fair to good. Had New Departure coaster 
brake. Rigidity of frame at forks, about average; at 
hanger, below average. Head, longest of those tested 
and of large diameter, but reinforcement was poor and 
number of balls was low. Rear wheel mount was poor 
and construction of forks was faulty. 1 


National (Huffman Mfg. Co., Dayton, Ohio) $45. 


Weight, 43 lb.; 18-in. frame; gear, 62.5. Equipped 
with Goodyear All Weather 26 in. x 2.125 in. tires. 
Artificial leather saddle of below-average quality. Fin- 
ish, good. Had Musselman coaster brake. Rigidity of 
frame at forks, considerably below average but better 
than Raleigh; at hanger, about average. Head, short, 
and details of its construction, poor. 1 


Rollfast (D. P. Harris Hardware & Mfg. Co., N.Y.C.) 


$45. Weight, 43 lb.; 19%4-in. frame; gear, 62.5. 
Equipped with U. S. Royal Chain 26 in. x 2.125 in. tires. 
Artificial leather saddle of below-average quality. Finish, 
fair. Had New Departure coaster brake. Rigidity of 
frame at forks, about average; at hanger, considerably 
above average. Head, short; details of construction, 


poor. 
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Oulleard Motors 


ee of how efficient an outboard 
motor may be, it can only deliver a certain 
definitely limited amount of power; thus it 
is important to select a motor with a horse- 
power rating actually suited to the boat to 
which it is to be attached. (A motor which 
is too large for a given boat can be just as un- 
satisfactory as one which is too small.) 

Horsepower ratings are certified by the Out- 
board Boating Club of America, the ratings 
being known as O.B.C. Certified Brake Horse- 
power. Reputable dealers usually have infor- 
mation available that will enable anyone to 
select the size of engine most suitable for his 
boat. Most users who require an outboard 
motor for use with a small rowboat or canoe 
for fishing, etc., will probably find their needs 
cared for by motors in the range of 2% to 
5 h.p. 

The majority of outboard motors in the 
sizes of interest to consumers are of the two- 
cycle type (two-strokes-per-cycle of operation) 
which is more compact, has fewer parts, con- 
siderably less weight per horsepower, and better 
balance than a corresponding four-cycle motor. 
The chief difference between the two types of 
motors is that in the two-cycle engine the mix- 
ture of gasoline vapor and air is compressed 
inthe crankcase before passing into the cylin- 
ders for ignition. This necessitates a gas-tight 
crankcase and precludes the use of the usual 
method of oiling found in automobile engines. 
For two-cycle outboard motors, it is necessary 
to add lubricating oil to the gasoline, and as 
the gasoline vapors pass through the crankcase, 
oil in the vapors washes and lubricates the 
cylinder walls, bearings, and moving surfaces. 

Tests were made on four leading brands of 
motors of approximately similar horsepower 
and included the following: 

1. A break-in test which consisted of a 5- 
hour run at reduced speeds (1000 to 1300 
rpm.) using the fuel mixture recommended by 
the manufacturer. Motors were mounted on a 
tank of water with propellers submerged 8 in., 
observations being made on ease of starting 
and other details of performance. 

2. Field performance tests. Motors with fuel 
tanks full to capacity were mounted on a 12- 
ft. flat-bottomed rowboat. Tests to deter- 


mine fuel consumption, maximum and mini- 
mum speeds, ease of motor installation and 
handling, vibration, noise, etc., were made on 
an industrial canal having high sides which 
provided shelter from the wind. Several runs 
over a test course 528 ft. in length were made 
both up and downstream, allowances being 
made for the effects of the current. 

3. Tear-down examination. At the conclu- 
sion of tests 1 and 2, the motors were com- 
pletely dismantled and all parts examined for 
details of construction and workmanship. 


A. Recommended 


Evinrude Sportwin (Evinrude Motors, Milwaukee) $141.50. 
2-cylinder, 2-cycle, alternate-firing motor. Rated h.p., 
3.3 at 3500 rpm. Weight, 39 lb. Pistons, aluminum 
alloy with 3 rings. Piston displacement, 6.6 cu. in. 
Fuel tank capacity, 3 qt. Gasoline to oil ratio, 24 to 1. 
Speed in miles per hour: maximum, 6.1; minimum, 0.74. 





oo 
' 





Miles per hour per h.p., 1.82. Average fuel consump- 
tion, 0.32 gal. per hour. Ease of mounting, starting, 
and carburetor adjustment, very good. Responded well 
to the throttle and gave smooth, quiet operation at all 
speeds. Idled exceptionally well. Mechanical examina- 
tion showed good design and sturdy construction which, 
coupled with unusually low piston speed of 800 ft. per 
minute, should favor long life. Engine was somewhat 
difficult to dismantle due to its two-piece construction, 
but a satisfactory instruction manual was provided. 
Judged to be the best of the 4 motors studied. The 
2 h.p. Evinrude Sportsman would also be rated A on the 
basis of a careful comparison of published specifications. 
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Average 
Fuel 
Bearing Con- 
Area in .p.h, | sump- 
sq. in. tion gal. 
per h.p. Ib Pp. per hr. 





Sportwin 1.9 . . ‘ 0.32 ' . $141.50 


Johnson 
Seahorse 
HD 


Mercury 
Comet 3.6 @ 
Deluxe 4000 1.37 


Martin *3.8 @ 
“40” 4000 1.7 37 












































*Now advertised at 4.5 horsepower at 4300 rpm. 
tAs needle bearings are used in this motor, the low figure is not unfavorable. 
¢{Maximum and minimum speeds are function of boat size, shape, load, etc. 


Johnson Seahorse, Model HD (Johnson Motors, Wau- Bearing area per h.p., far greater than any other engine 
kegan, Ill.) $121.50. 2-cylinder, 2-cycle, alternate- with plain bearings (desirable). Sturdy construction 
firing motor. Rated h.p., 2.5 at 4000 rpm. Weight, 31 coupled with low piston speed of 915 ft. per minute 
lb. Pistons, aluminum alloy with 2 rings. Piston dis- should result in long life. Engine easy to dismantle and 
placement, 4.08 cu. in. Fuel tank capacity, 2.44 qt. work on. Instruction manual, satisfactory. Judged to 
Gasoline to oil ratio, 16 to 1. Speed in m.p.h.: maxi- be a very good engine but not the equal of Evinrude in 
mum, 5.15; minimum, 1.02. Miles per hour per h.p., general ease of use and small details that make for owner 
2.0. Average fuel consumption, 0.39 gal. per hour. satisfaction. The 5 h.p. Model TD is essentially similar 
Ease of mounting, poor, due to lack of handles. Some- to Model HD tested except for changes to increase power, 

and it is believed would also warrant an A rating. 


B. Intermediate 


Mercury “Comet” Deluxe, Model KE-3 (Kiekhaefer Corp., 
Cedarburg, Wis.) $134.50. 1-cylinder, 2-cycle motor. 


what difficult to start. Motor performed well in field 

tests but not with such uniform satisfaction as Evinrude. 

Did not run as fast as others, owing to its less power, 

and minimum speed was higher than Evinrude. Was 

smooth running at all speeds. Engine performance was 

good, but least economical of fuel on gallons per hour 

per h.p. basis. Mechanical examination showed no serious Rated h.p., 3.6 at 4000 rpm. 
defects except for extra complexity of carburetor system. aluminum alloy with 3 rings. 


Weight, 36 lb. Piston, 
Piston displacement, 
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5.5 cu. in. Fuel tank capacity, 5 qt. Gasoline to oil 
ratio, 16 to 1. Speed in m.p.h.: maximum, 6.67; 
minimum, 1.58. Miles per hour per h.p., 1.69. Average 
fuel consumption, 0.45 gal. per hour. Ease of mounting, 
fair; of starting, very good. Performance in field tests, 
very good except for vibration, which at low speeds was 
very severe. Motor cannot be used for trolling and is 
not recommended for this purpose by manufacturer. 
An exceptionally well made motor, but design was such 
that removal of connecting rod, cylinder block, or 
crankshaft required use of special tools and instructions; 
manual provided had only the most general sort of 
information. The 2-cylinder, 6 h.p. Mercury Rocket 
appears to be substantially similar in design features, 
plus added cylinder, and needle bearings on underwater 
parts and would probably warrant an A rating. 


C. Not Recommended 


Martin “40” (Martin Motors, Division of National Pres- 
sure Cooker Co., Eau Claire, Wis.) $148.50. 2-cyl- 
inder, 2-cycle, alternate-firing motor. Rated h.p., 3.8 
at 4000 rpm. Weight, 37 lb. Pistons, aluminum alloy 
with 2 rings. Piston displacement, 5.76 cu. in. Fuel 
tank capacity, 2.5 qt. Gasoline to oil ratio, 16 to 1. 
Speed in m.p.h.: maximum, 6.55; minimum, 1.76. 
Miles per hour per h.p., 1.69. Average fuel consumption, 
0.38 gal. Ease of mounting, poor, due to lack of handles. 
Difficult to start when cold, but started readily after 
being warmed up. Considerable trouble in break-in 
test, and required repairs before field tests could be 
made. Greatest amount of vibration at high speed 





of any motor tested and could not be throttled down 
for any length of time without stopping. Economical 
in use of fuel. Rather light construction and relatively 
high piston speed did not suggest the long service life 
some other makes should give. Had far greater number 
of parts than other motors tested, but was fairly easy to 
dismantle, using owners’ manual. The Martin “60”, 
rated at 7.2 h.p., appears to be essentially similar to the 
—" 


Two Jar, Can, and Bottle Openers 


HE E-Z-Lift cap-lifter made by Stewart 

Products, Inc., 200 Varick St., New York 
City (25c), is a useful device designed to 
open paint cans, food jars, ketchup bottles, 
or any containers, including many vacuum- 
sealed jars and bottles, of types whose manu- 
facturers direct the user to open by prying 
up around edge with the back of a table knife. 
A notch suitable for opening Crown caps on 
beverage bottles is in one of the handles. The 
gadget works like a pair of pliers in reverse; 
the points are thin and flat so that they can be 
inserted in small openings; once in place, a 
squeeze of the handles separates the flattened 
points. With small caps, this opening of the 
jaws is enough to lift the top; but with large 
paint cans, or those on which the top adheres 
tightly, it is necessary to exert downward 
pressure on the handles, using the whole de- 
vice as a lever, to remove the lid. The tool 
is easier to use than most of the makeshifts 
resorted to to accomplish the same end, and 
the lids are left undamaged, ready for re-use. 
This is an advantage, especially for the many 
cans which it is important to be able to close 
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very tightly to prevent deterioration or evap- 
oration of contents. 


Master-Key (Northmore’s Home Products, 
Highland Park, Ill.), 50c, is another type of 
opener. It is a flat piece of metal having one 
flared end with an opening shaped to fit over 
Crown caps and a tapered end with two slots 
to accommodate the narrow opening strips or 
tongues of flat (sardine) cans and short round 


* (crab meat) cans. The device seems to werk 


satisfactorily for the uses mentioned. The 
wide end can also be used to pry up lids of 
containers as mentioned under E-Z-Lift. Keys 
supplied with sardine, meat, and other food 
cans never seem to be long enough or wide 
enough to give the user much grasping sur- 
face, disadvantages which this tool would 
overcome. The price is far too high for what 
is involved, however, and should discourage 
sales except to the most gadget-minded until 
a reduction takes place. The item might be a 
good 10-cent store seller, and a 10-cent price 
should provide an ample margin for profit, 
even in today’s market. 



























HE amount of interest in automatic washing 
machines, as judged by subscribers’ inquiries, 
is very great, and it would appear the advertising 
men have done a good job in making housewives 
dissatisfied with washers of the conventional sort. 
Leader in automatic washer advertising is Bendix, 
whose recent full-page ads proclaim that tests con- 
ducted by the Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory show 
the Bendix to be superior to three non-automatic 
washers in washing effectiveness and germ removal. 
Such advertising no doubt has given a brisk push 
to the trend toward automatic washers. 
Unfortunately, CR’s tests and the experience of 
many housewives using the Bendix under average 











Kenmore 


home conditions do not bear out the statement that 
the Bendix outwashes leading non-automatic ma- 
chines. Indeed, CR’s tests have shown, and many 
housewives who have washed with the Bendix will 
know from practical experience, that the Bendix type 
of washer is less rather than more efficient in cleans- 
ing dirty clothes. This does not mean that the 
Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory’s findings were 
“phony” or that Bendix directly misstated the 
facts; it appears rather that the test methods used 
gave an unfair advantage to the Bendix machine, a 


Automatic Washing Machines 


point which the great majority of the readers of the 
advertising would not note. 

The temperature of the water used in the Bendix 
was 160°F, but in the non-automatic machine it 
was only 125°F, or 35° lower. Under such condi- 
tions, not only would the Bendix, with its consider- 
ably higher water temperature, be expected to rid 
the clothes of more bacteria, but its washing effec- 
tiveness or soil removal ability should have been 
much higher than if the temperature of its wash wa- 
ter had been at 125° as it was in the conventional 
washers tested at the same time. The temperature 
of the domestic hot-water supply of the majority 
of homes will be under or around 140°, or at 
most 150°, which means that the actual tempera- 
ture of the wash water, due to losses in piping, heat 
absorbed by machine, etc., will be not much above 
125°; the hot-water supply system of few homes, 
indeed, will be able to supply wash water at a de- 
pendable average temperature anywhere near 160°. 

* * * 

The following report covers three agitator-type 
machines, Blackstone, General Electric, and Kenmore; 
one “plunger” type, Frigidaire; and presents the final 
judgment on the Westinghouse Laundromat C-3 47,a 








Blackstone, Model 50A 
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Kenmore 

Frigidaire 

Blackstone 

General Electric 

Genaral Electric, with pre-soak 
Laundromat 

Laundromat, with pre-soak 
Bendix 

Bendix, with pre-soak 16 
Launderall 16 




















Note: Figures in the table are round numbers only, as actual water con- 
sumption will vary considerably with temperature of hot-water supply 
and with piping conditions affecting pressure, etc. 


revolving-drum washer. In addition, comparative 
washing effectiveness tests were made of the Bendix, 
Launderall, and Laundromat under carefully control- 
led conditions. These latter tests were made at the 
request and at the expense of the F. L. Jacobs Com- 
pany, manufacturers of Launderall, who were not 
satisfied with the correctness of findings in washing 
effectiveness previously made and reported by CR 
on the Bendix washer. The results obtained in this 
test were not significantly different from the results 
obtained on Bendix and Launderall (which had been 
studied in CR’s previous tests); indeed the dif- 
ferences in washing effectiveness between the three 
revolving-drum type machines, Bendix, Launderall, 
and Laundromat were actually small, whereas the 
washing effectiveness of each was considerably less 
than that of washers using an oscillating- or plunger- 
type agitator (typified by Kenmore, Blackstone, Gen- 
eral Electric, and Frigidaire). 

One of the most serious objections to auto- 
matic machines first offered to consumers has been 
the amount of vibration caused by the load being 
off balance during the spin or dewatering cycle. In 
. some cases this has required that the machines be 
firmly bolted to a solid floor. In the revolving- 
drum type of automatic washers, speed of the dry- 
ing operation has been kept much lower than that 
of the non-automatic spin-dry machines in order 
to reduce the centrifugal forces to a value where 
they can be absorbed; in the Laundromat, which 
does not require bolting to the floor, the vibration 
is absorbed by suspending the inner tub on springs 
and rubber supports. When the agitator- and 
plunger-type machines are fully loaded, the clothes 
are usually fairly well distributed at the beginning 
of the spin cycle with the result that the vibration 
ranges from slight to moderate. Tests showed, how- 
ever, that with a partial and unbalanced load, the 
vibration in Kenmore, Blackstone, General Electric, 
and Frigidaire was considerable. Speeds of the 
rotating tubs in the drying cycle for the various 
machines were as follows: General Electric, 1170 


rpm.; Frigidaire, 1140 rpm.; Blacksione, 530 rpm.: 
Kenmore, 520 rpm.; Laundromat, 477 rpm.; Laun 
derall, 375 rpm.; Bendix, 350 rpm. 

Where a washer requires currents above 15 am- 
peres for an appreciable time (more than a few 
seconds) the installation of special heavy-load wir- 
ing may be necessary (see comment in listing of GE 
regarding its maximum current drain). 


Frigidaire 


Agitator or Plunger Type 
A. Recommended 


Kenmore (Sears, Roebuck & Co., Philadelphia; made by 
Nineteen Hundred Corp.) $249.95. Size, 3514 in. high, 
23% in. wide, and 26 in. deep. Water input temperature 
controlled by knob marked ‘‘Hot,” “Medium,” and 
“Warm.” Operation completely automatic after start- 
ing, but period of any cycle can be changed by manual- 
ly operating control knob. Complete cycle consists of: 
fill, 4 minutes; wash, 20 minutes; drain, 2 minutes; 
spin and flush rinse, 4 minutes; fill, 3 minutes; rinse, 2 
minutes; drain, 2 minutes; spin, 6 minutes; for a 
total of 43 minutes. If desired, wash water can be saved 
for re-use by pumping into a near-by tub. At the 
end of cycle it can be pumped back into tub by setting 
dial to “Suds return.” A separate hose discharges 
rinse water. Machine is supported on four small 
adjustable metal feet, and requires bolting to floor 
with two bolts. Maker’s capacity rating, 9 Ib. of clothes. 
Required 20 gal. of hot water, 12 gal. of cold water, 
or a total of 32 gal. per cycle. Maximum current 
drawn, 6.8 amperes; maximnum power input, 470 watts 
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(both low, which is desirable). Energy consumption per 
cycle, 178 watt-hours. Washing effectiveness, very good, 
best of all machines so far tested, and superior to May- 
tag, Model E2-LP, non-automatic washer reported in 
May 1946 Bulletin. Drying effectiveness, good (water 
left in clothes, 76% of the weight of the dry clothes). 
Vibration during normal washing and dewatering opera- 
tion, slight; with unbalanced load (see text), vibration 
during dewatering operation considerable and machine 
would not come up to maximum speed. Gears were 
very noisy at beginning of spin-dry cycle. As received, 
mixing valve which controls temperature of water did 
not function properly, and it was necessary to have that 
assembly replaced. Satisfactorily completed endurance 
test of 150 cycles except for some rusting of rear frame, 
top cover handle bolts, and inlet water tube housing. 
Wear on clothes, slight. On the basis of information so 
far available (which does not include reports of ex- 
perience in field and the way servicing is handled), 
judged the best of the seven automatic washing machines 
so far tested by CR. 2 
Blackstone, Model 50A (Blackstone Corp., Jamestown, 
N. Y.) $285. Agitator type. Cabinet, rectangular in 
shape, 25 in. square, 36 in. high. Temperature of water 
manually adjusted before wash and rinse cycles by two 
knobs marked “Hot” and “Cold.” Tub is filled by 
turning a control knob. Washing period is selected 
after tub is filled by advancing control knob again. 
From then on operation is automatic. Complete cycle 
consists of: fill, 4 minutes; wash, 15 minutes maximum; 
drain, 1.5 minutes; spin, 6 minutes; fill, 2 minutes 
(filling continues through rinse cycle); rinse, 3.5 min- 
utes; drain, 1.5 minutes; spin, 75 minutes; for a 
total of 41 minutes. Water drained through rubber 
hose and belt-driven drain pump. Mechanism, includ- 
ing inner tub, positioned on four large rubber supports 
to minimize vibration. Machine supported on four flat 
metal feet, adjustable for height, and does not require 
bolting to floor. Maker’s capacity rating, 8 lb. of clothes. 
Required 20 gal. hot water, 14 gal. cold water, or a 
total of 34 gal. per cvcle. Maximum current drawn, 
24.8 amperes; maximum power input, 2550 watts (both 
for a few seconds only). Energy consumption per cycle, 
222 watt-hours. Washing effectiveness, very good, ap- 
proximately same as that of non-automatic Maytag 
E2-LP. Effectiveness in drying clothes, good (water 
left in clothes, 83% of the weight of the dry clothes). 
Vibration during normal washing and dewatering opera- 
tion, slight; with unbalanced load (see text), vibration 
during dewatering cycle considerable. In case of power 
failure while water valves are open, water entering tub 
will drain by gravity, but if pressure is higher than 25 
lb. per sq. in. (flowing), draining will be at too slow a 
rate, and water will spill. Drain pump somewhat 
noisy during wash cycle. Drain cleanout cover gasket 
permitted considerable leakage of water. Motor con- 
tacts sparked considerably at start of spin cycle, giving 
off odor of burnt insulation. Control dial handle very 
difficult to turn. As received, machine was defective 
in that motor would not’come up to full speed. After 
considerable delay, motor was replaced by manufactur- 
er. Satisfactorily completed endurance test of 150 cycles 
except for water leakage already noted and some rusting 
of drive mechanism frame and rear support bolts. Wear 
on clothes, slight. The model tested has now been super- 
seded by Model 150 at $345. The later model retains 


General Electric 


the basic construction and mechanical design of Model 


50A. 


Frigidaire (General Motors Corp., Dayton 1, Ohio) $314.75, 


Plunger-pulsator type. . Cabinet, rectangular in shape. 
25 in. square, 38 in. high. Water inlet temperature con- 
trolled by switch marked “Hot” and “Warm.” Con- 
trol dial permits changing length of period of any*opera- 
tion. Complete cycle consists of: fill, 2.5 minutes; 
wash, 10 minutes; spin and drain, 2 minutes; fill, 2.5 
minutes; rinse, 2.5 minutes; spin and drain, 2.0 min- 
utes; fill, 2.5 minutes; rinse, 2.5 minutes; spin and 
drain, 3 minutes; for a total of 29.5 minutes. Plunger- 
type pulsator used in place of conventional agitator con- 
sisted of a lower 104-in. diameter plunger and an upper 
5-in. diameter plunger fixed on a 4-in. diameter frame 
axle, which operates at 366 cycles per minute over a 
distance of 1% in. A perforated section of the axle 
serves as a soap dispenser cup. Differing from most 
washing machines which have a removable front and 
back, the sides and front of the Fridgidaire are of a single 
sheet with rear frame welded to the sides. This con- 
struction with watertight bottom permits the cabinet to 
be used as a large overflow tank from which the drain 
water is pumped. Machine does not require bolting to 
floor. Maker’s capacity rating, 8 ib. of clothes. Re- 
quired 18 gal. of hot water, 10 gal. of cold water per 
cycle. Maximum current drawn, 24.2 amperes; maxi- 
mum power input, 2380 watts (both for a few sec- 
onds only). Energy consumption per cycle, 203 Wwatt- 
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hours. Washing effectiveness, very good (about the 
same as the exceptionally efficient non-automatic May- 
tag E2-LP). Drying effectiveness, excellent (water left 
in clothes only 51% weight of dry clothes). Vibration 
during normal washing period, slight; during dewater- 
ing operation, moderate; with unbalanced load (sce 
text), considerable, machine wobbled violently and 
operated “amplitude safety switch,” shutting off 
motor. Leakage current under high humidity conditions, 
somewhat above CR’s tolerance; however, a good safe- 
guard was provided in that electric ground wire was 
built into cold-water inlet hose. Noise during operation, 
moderate. It was possible to start machine accidentally 
by leaning against control. - Clothes were sometimes 
twisted and tangled after complete cycle. Satisfactorily 
completed endurance test of 150 cycles except that 
“amplitude safety switch” which shuts off machine dur- 
ing spin cycle if load becomes too much unbalanced shut 
off the machine six times during the test; bolts which 
secured inner clothes basket to outer tub worked loose. 
Wear on clothes, slight. 3 


B. Intermediate 


General Electric (General Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn.) 
$329.75. Agitator type. Cabinet, rectangular in shape, 
27 in. square, 35 in. high. Water inlet temperatures 
controlled by knob marked “Hot,” “Medium,” and 
“Warm.” Another control knob permits selection of 
length of washing period (3 to 20 minutes). Complete 
cycle consists of: fill, 5.5 minutes; soak, 3 minutes; 
spin and drain, 3.5 minutes; fill, 5 minutes; wash, 20 
minutes (maximum); drain, 1.5 minutes; spin, flush 
rinse, and drain, 6 minutes; fill, 4.5 minutes; rinse, 4 
minutes; spin and flush rinse, 10.5 minutes; empty, 3 
minutes; for a total of 66.5 minutes. Soak cycle can 
be omitted if desired, reducing total time to about 55 
minutes. Water is admitted through soap dispenser 
tray. During spin cycle, water is drained by centrifugal 
force into outer tub from which it is either discharged 
through drain hose or pumped back into inner tub, ac- 
cording to operation in progress. Three motors are 
used, one to drain water, one to circulate water, and 
one to drive agitator. Machine is mounted on three 
composition casters. Maker’s capacity rating, 9 lb. of 
clothes. Required 30 gal. of hot water, 10 gal. of 
cold water. With soak cycle included, required 34 gal. 
of hot water, 22 gal. of cold water. Maximum current 
drawn, 16.6 amperes (high, but would not be objection- 
able for the short period involved); maximum power in- 
put, 1150 watts. Energy consumption per cycle, 582 watt- 
hours. Washing effectiveness, very good, about the 
same as Blackstone. Inclusion of soak cycle did not 
significantly improve washing effectiveness. Drying 
effectiveness, excellent (water left in clothes, only 46% 
of weight of dry clothes). Vibration during normal 
washing and dewatering operation, moderate; machine 
wobbled and tended to travel on its casters while getting 
up to full speed in spin-dry cycle, but was stationary at 
full speed (with unbalanced load, vibration was con- 
siderable—see text—and machine would not come up to 
full speed). Casters caused grooving of linoleum floor 
covering after several cycles of endurance test. Drain 
pump somewhat noisy. Brake squeaked loudly as tub 
came to rest at end of spin cycle. Small articles of 
clothing were occasionally wedged under upper rim of 


14 @ CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ JUNE, 1948 








tub where they could not be seen during unloading. 
Soap in dispenser sometimes caked instead of dissolving. 
Satisfactorily completed endurance test except for rust 
ing of screws and metal washers used in outer tub con 
struction. Wear on clothes, slight. Except for large 
hot-water consumption and tendency of casters to wear 
floor covering, this washer would warrant an A rating. 3 


Cylinder-Type Automatic Washers 


The housewife will need to bear in mind that the 
rotating-cylinder type automatic washers are not as 
effective in cleansing dirty clothes as either the non- 
automatic machines, or the automatic machines of 
the agitator or plunger type. Whether the rotating- 
cylinder washer will serve in a given case will de- 
pend upon the individual requirements, the avail- 
ability of help in the laundry, the homemaker’s 
personal standards as to required whiteness of the 
finished wash, whether most of the clothes are .bad- 
ly or slightly soiled. (Standards of required white- 
ness of laundered articles are probably lower in 
cities and towns where water is hard to very hard, 
where a great deal of soft coal is burned, or there 
is much factory smoke, for in such locations it is 
difficult to obtain relatively complete removal of 
sooty particles in any case, and a degree of gray- 
ness of fabric may necessarily be tolerated.) 


B. Intermediate 


Bendix (Bendix Home Appliances Inc., South Bend, Ind.) 
Standard, $249.50; de luxe, $269.50. The company 
has announced prices will be reduced $50 when 1948 
models are announced. ‘“Automatic,”’ rotating-cylinder 
type. Maker’s capacity rating, 9 Ib. Required with 
pre-soak cycle, 16 gal. of hot water, 14 gal. of cold. 
Effectiveness in washing, only fair; in drying, fair. 
Ease of operation, excellent; over-all construction, 
good; ease of cleaning and minor servicing, good. 
Electrical leakage current under high humidity condi- 
tions wa: small. 

Launderall Model LS-1 (F. L. Jacobs Co.. Detroit) $299.95. 
Fully automatic, rotating-cylinder type. Maker’s ca- 
pacity rating, 10 lb. of dry clothes. Required 16 gal. of 
hot water, 18 gal. of cold water per cycle. Washing effec- 
tiveness, only fair (see Bendix). Effectiveness in drying 
clothes, good (about the sameas Maytag). Wear on clothes, 
about average. Vibration both during washing and 
spin-drving, considerable. In endurance test, squeak de- 
veloped when cylinder was rotating; driving be!t broke 
after 48 cycles. After belt was replaced, test was com- 
pleted without further evidence of wear. Door on front 
of machine through which access was obtained to me 
chanism, lacked any locking device, such as a self- 
locking latch; omission would seem to involve hazard to 
a small child who might open the door and get his hand 
caught in the moving belt. Cleaning of tub, difficult. 
Ease of servicing, about average. 

Laundromat, Model B-3 47 and Model C-3 47 (Westing- 
house Elec. Corp., Mansfield, Ohio) $299.95. Fully 
automatic, rotating-cylinder type. Maker’s capacity 
rating, 9 lb. of dry clothes. Cabinet, 37 in. high, 31 in. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Automatic Washing Machines 
(Continued from page 14) 





wide, 26 in. deep. Had toe recess at front of base. Tub, 
inner basket, motor, pump, and some automatic me- 
chanism were suspended as a unit by 3 coil springs and 
held in position by 5 flat springs. Machine did not re- 
quire bolting to floor or permanent connection to water 
drain and electrical supply. Washer broke down dur- 
ing endurance test and was replaced by a Model C-3 47. 
Maximum current drawn, 6.4 amperes. Energy con- 
sumption per cycle, 287 watt-hours. On “Regular Hot” 


dial setting, average amount of hot water used by 
Model C-3 47 for 1 complete cycle, 14 gal.; total amount 
of water, 20 gal. Washing effectiveness, only fair (ap- 
proximately the same as Bendix). Effectiveness in dry- 
ing clothes, good; water left in clothes, 77% of dry 
weight. (Vibration and noise during this operation 
though considerable, was not objectionable, because of 
manner of suspending and positioning of tub.) Operation 
of “look-in” door, somewhat inconvenient, due to 
small clearance permitting knuckles of hand to col- 
lide with soap chute. Control dial was difficult to oper- 
ate, requiring a force of 17% Ib. to push in, 7% Ib. to pull 
out. This dial was not securely fastened, coming off twice 
in operator's hands during test, causing temporary loss of 
small intricate assembly parts. Some leakage of water at 
rubber gasket of “‘look-in"’ door. Wear on clothes, slight, 
but some twisting and tangling occurred. Satisfactorily 
completed endurance test except for squeaking of 
rubber suspension snubbers. 














HE Pianotune, advertised as a “‘Junior size, 
fully chromatic piano’ (built by Typa- 


tune, Inc., 170 53 St., Brooklyn 32, New York), 
selling at $25, resembles a miniature grand 
piano and stands 22 in. from the floor, with 
maximum width 18% in., depth 17 in. The 
frame is made of some kind of soft wood 
painted a dull cream. Each white key is 13/16 
in. wide (piano keys are % in.); each black 
key is 5/16 in. (piano % in.). The span of 
the octave measures 634 in. as compared to 
74% in. on a piano keyboard. There may be 
some advantage to these reduced measure- 
ments, but only for very small children. Ex- 
perienced piano teachers find the standard key- 
board not beyond the capacity of children, 
even those who begin their study at an early 
age. 

Fastened on the inside cover of Pianotune is a 
series of 4-in. metal rods about )% in. in diam- 
eter, arranged to sound the correct tones. Small 
felt-covered hammers function by simple lever- 
age to strike these bars when the keys are struck. 
As to the sound, there is no resemblance at all 
to that of a piano. The effect is something 
like that of a tiny glockenspiel. Naturally, the 
technic of playing on this keyboard is radically 
different from that used on a piano. The keys 


are not perfectly level, which is a not surprising 
fault of a frail instrument of this sort. Another 
basic fault is that the Pianoltune examined was 
not even set to the proper pitch, being a whole 
tone lower than standard (C sounds B flat, 
etc.). A range of only two and a fourth octaves 
is available. 

It is considered that the instrument is not 
ruggedly enough made to be of value to a very 
young child, for it is likely to get broken or 
damaged with mishandling. On using it, the 
hammers easily got stuck and the respective 
key then would not sound. (This was with 
gentle use.) To restore to playing condition, it 
was necessary to take out six screws, remove 
the top board, and return the balky hammer 
to position. 

Educationally, the Pianotune is not of any 
importance. Youngsters who are old enough 
to learn to read music should begin on a full- 
sized piano where touch may be learned cor- 
rectly, and adequate range is available, and 
there is a correct pitch for each musical tone. 

If the product were correctly represented and 
sold at a considerably lower price, say 8 or 9 
dollars, it could have some value and interest, 
but as a toy though one of rather doubtful 
durability. 
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Lipsticks—CR’s Report on 
len brands 


IPSTICK is now considered such an important 
factor in women’s make-up that nearly 
28 million dollars is reported to have been spent 
on the stuff in 1945. There are some 160 brands 
on the market, of which about a dozen are 
widely sold. According to The Drug and Cos- 
metic Industry, lipstick is used by 95 percent 
of the women in this country, with the heaviest 
users in the 17 to 25 year age group. The 
younger woman, the trade journal reports, 
seems to prefer an oily lipstick of flashy color; 
the older woman, one which slightly enhances 
the natural color of the lips. 

The technical aspects of lipstick formulation 
are not of interest to the average user of this 
cosmetic, but there are a few items of technical 
quality characteristics that she needs to keep 
in mind, for they bear directly on her problem 
of making a satisfactory choice. In practice, 
the melting point of a particular brand deter- 
mines its softness. A stick with too low melt- 
ing point will be soft and can be applied more 
easily, but it may have a tendency to be 
smeary. A stick with a higher melting point 
will be harder, and may be slightly more diff- 
cult to apply, but it will stay on better than 
one which is oversoft. 

It is considered desirable at the present time 
that color in lipstick have a certain lasting 
quality when it is applied to the lips. This 
effect has been somewhat misleadingly de- 
scribed as “‘indclible,”’ and it is achieved by the 
use of one or more of the bromo acids (tetrabro- 
mofluorescein and dibromofluorescein) which 
leave a pink stain on the lips. While this type 
of dye is particularly effective as a coloring 
agent, it has a decided disadvantage in another 
respect in that it causes an unpleasant allergic 
reaction in some users. The symptoms of this 
irritation include excessive dryness of the lips, 
swelling, redness, and eruptions of the skin. 
Perfumes, other coloring materials than bromo 
acid, and the base of the lipstick itself may 
also be a cause of contact dermatitis of the 
lips. In such cases the wisest solution is to 
give up the so-called indelible lipsticks alto- 
gether and content oneself with one of the non- 


indelible type (which does not stay on too well) 
or one of the ruse pomade sticks. 

In order to provide some basis for evaluating 
the quality of lipsticks now on the market.CR 
selected 10 widely-distributed brands for tests 
to determine their melting points, ease of re- 
moval, permanency of stain on fabrics with 
which they accidentally come in contact, smooth- 
ness, and uniformity in accordance with pro- 
cedures outlined in Testing League Bulletin 
T-32, put out by The U. S. Testing Co., 
Hoboken, N. J. 

In addition, an animal injection test was 
made with each brand to discover whether a 
particular brand might have some irritating 
effect on normal skin. This test is by no means 
conclusive for it does not evaluate the effect of 
lipstick which has been applied over a skin cut 
or abrasion, but it is recognized as a useful 
preliminary measure for screening out kinds 
most likely to give trouble in normal use. The 
three lipsticks in the present test which showed 
positive reactions in the animal injection test 
were given a C-Nolt-Recommended rating with- 
out consideration of their other qualities, since 
there is an obvious possibility that some women 
may experience an unpleasant reaction from 
their use. 

The purchase of lipsticks was made chiefly 
at drugstores and the prices given are those 
paid, exclusive of the federal excise tax of 20 
percent. In making a selection of the shade of 
lipstick to be purchased, the shopper for CR 
noted a most unsanitary practice which should 
certainly be corrected. The sales clerks fre- 
quently opened the lipsticks and smeared them 
across the back of their hands, or in some cases 
across the back of the shopper’s hand, to dem- 
onstrate what the shade looked like on appli- 
cation. The possibility of transferring germs 
to the sensitive membranes of the lips in sub- 
sequent use of such lipsticks is not pleasant to 
contemplate. Discriminating manufacturers 
would be well advised to evolve some method 
of sealing their lipsticks to prevent this prac- 
tice. Who knows but that on occasion an irri- 
tation to the lips that occurs from the use of a 
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particular lipstick may be due not to an un- 
suitable ingredient in its formula, but to the 
unsuspected contact with another person’s bac- 
teria? 

Ratings are cr48. 


B. Intermediate 


Almay (Distributed by Schieffelin & Co., 16 Cooper Sq., 
New York 3) $1.10. Pink Magnolia. Melting point, 
65°C (149°F). One of the two most difficult to remove. 
Permanency of stain, highest of all tested. Smoothness 
and uniformity, good. Showed no irritation in animal 
injection test. 

Elizabeth Arden (Distributed by Elizabeth Arden, 681 
Fifth Ave., New York 16) $1.25. Red Cactus. Melt- 
ing point, 69°C (156°F), one of the two highest of brands 
tested (see text). One of the two most difficult to re- 
move. One of the three highest with respect to perma- 
nency of stain. Smoothness and uniformity, poor. 

Helena Rubinstein (Distributed by Helena Rubinstein, 
Inc., 655 Fifth Ave., New York 22) $1. Heavenly 
glow. Melting point, 65°C. Fairly easy to remove. 
Permanency of stain, low. Smoothness and uniformity, 
good. 

Max Factor (Max Factor & Co., Hollywood) $1. Clear 
Red No. 2. Melting point, 69°C, one of the two highest 
of brands tested (see text). Fairly easy to remove. 
Permanency of stain, one of the three highest of brands 
tested. Smoothness and uniformity, good. 


Prince Matchabelli (Distributed by Prince. Matchabelli, 
Inc 711 Fifth Ave., New York 22) $1. Red red. 
Melting point, 58°C (136°F), lowest of brands tested 
(see text). Fairly easy to remove. Permanency of stain, 
lowest of brands tested. Smoothness and uniformity, 
good. 

Revion (Distributed by Revlon Products Corp., 745 Fifth 
Ave., New York 22) $1. Certainly red. Melting point, 
67°C (high). Fairly difficult to remove. Permanency 
of stain, low. Smoothness and uniformity, good. 

Tangee (The George W. Luft Co., Inc., 34-12 36 Ave.. 
Long Island City 1, N.Y.) 49c. Medium red. Melt- 
ing point, 60°C. Fairly easy to remove. Permanency 
of stain, fair. Smoothness and uniformity, good. 


C. Not Recommended 


Chen Yu (Distributed by Chen Yu, Inc., 200 E. Illinois, 
Chicago 11) $1. Dragon's blood. Melting point, 60°C. 
Fairly easy to remove. Permanency of stain, low. 
Smoothness and uniformity, fair. Animal injection test 
showed slight irritaticn. 

Coty (Coty Inc., 730 Fifth Ave., New York 19) $1. 
Medium. Melting point, 64°C. Fairly difficult to re- 
move. Permanency of stain, fair. Smoothness and uni- 
formity, good. Animal injection test showed slight irri- 
tation. 

Yardley (Yardley of London, Inc., 620 Fifth Ave., New 
York 20) $1. Cherry. Melting point, 59°C. Fairly 
easy toremove. Permanency of stain, low. Smoothness 
and uniformity, fair. Animal injection test showed 
slight irritation. 








Waterproof Crib Sheets 





O° CR’s 1946 tests, there has been con- 
siderable change in types of materials used 
for making waterproof crib sheets. In the 
previous project many of the sheets tested 
were of coated cloth, but films without fabric 
are now being used quite extensively. 

The most important characteristic of a 
waterproof crib sheet is resistance to water 
penetration. It should also be resistant to 
staining, have adequate tensile strength, and 
should be thin and pliable. Workmanship and 
miscellaneous details of construction were tak- 
en into. consideration in CR’s ratings. 

Waterproof sheets containing fabric must 
be washed and dried when soiled; films with- 
out fabric content .can simply be rinsed off, 
and drying is a matter of a few minutes. 

In general, a thin sheet of adequate strength 
is more desirable than a thick one, as it is 
more easily handled and is less likely to form 
uncomfortable wrinkles in the crib. Nylon 








—_— —— 


thread is best in making crib sheets because 
of its quick-drying quality. Grommets or 
reinforcements around holes for ties, etc., 
are desirable convenience features but were 
not considered essentials. 

All of the sheets tested were found fully 
resistant to water penctration. Tensilestrength 
of most of the sheets was considcred sufficient; 
comments on this charactcristic were not 
added in listings unless the sheet was es- 
pecially good or bad in this respect. Size was 
18 x 27 in. unless otherwise noted. The.price 
per square foot, in cents, is shown in paren- 
theses following price of the whole sheet. Rat- 
ings are cr48. 


A. Recommended 
All of the sheets rated A showed slight or very slight 
staining. 
Empire, No. 330 (Manufacturer unknown) 39c (11.5). 
Sold in variety stores. Medium thick synthetic rubber 
sheet. 1 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ JUNE, 1948 @ 19 










































Harvel Two-Ply (Harvel Rubber Co., Inc., New York 
City; processed by B. F. Goodrich) 39c (11.5). Med- 
ium thick synthetic rubber sheet. 1 

Plymouth Perfect Vinylite, No. 3032 (Plymouth Rubber 
Co., Inc., Canton, Mass.; Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 
29-—5553) 34c (10), plus postage. Very thin plastic 
resin sheet with heat-sealed binding. 1 

Kleinert’s Quilted (I. B. Kleinert Rubber Co., N.Y.C.; 

Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 31—2682) 73c (21.6), 

plus postage. A thick all-rubber sheet made of two 

layers of rubber cemented together so as to form air 

pockets. Very strong. 2 


B. Intermediate 


Archer-Tex, Style 4025 (Archer Rubber Co., Milford, 
Mass.) 65c (9.6). 27 in. x 36in. Heavy rubber sheet, 
poorly cut, with three thin spots. Susceptible to stain- 
ing. 1 

Archerite B, Style 306 (Archer Rubber Co.) 25c (11.2). 
18 in. x 18 in. A thin vinyl resin sheet. Susceptible 
to staining. 

Honeysuckle (Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 29—5559) 33c 
(14.7), plus postage. 18 in. x 18 in. Medium thick 
muslin with synthetic rubber coating. Very strong. 
Somewhat susceptible to staining. 1 

Plastikool (International Latex Corp., Dover, Del.) $1.59 
(13.5). 36in.x47in. Very thin plastic sheet. Weakest 
sheet tested; otherwise would have received an A- 
Recommended rating. Very slight staining. Reinforced 
at tie’holes. 


Rand, No. 7000 (Rand Rubber Co., Brooklyn, N.Y.) 
89c (13.2). 27 in. x 36 in. Fairly thick rubber sheet. 
Susceptible to staining. 1 

Plasticoid (Clarvan Corp., Milwaukee) $2.79 (28.2). 
28 in. x 51 in. A very thin vinyl resin sheet formed to 
make a cover which would protect ends and sides of 
mattress as well as upper surface. Comparatively low 
tensile strength; otherwise would have received an A- 
Recommended rating. Light staining. 2 


C. Not Recommended 


Dee's Saftee-Sheet, No. 117 (Givens & Co., Western 
Springs, Ill.) 69c (10.2). 27 in. x 36in. Cotton muslin 
with waterproof coating on one side. Stained badly. 
Had ties for securing in place. 1 


Plymouth Perfect, No. 303 (Plymouth Rubber Co., Inc.) 
39c (11.5). Synthetic rubber sheet irregularly cut. 
Comparatively low tensile strength. Susceptible to 
staining. 1 

Dry-Downe, No. 2365 (I. B. Kleinert’s) $1 (29.6). Two 
layers of cotton flannel bonded together by sheet of 
waterproof material making a very thick sheet with 
highest tensile strength of those tested. Stained very 
badly. 2 

Ward's (Montgomery Ward’s Cat. No. 31—2684) 69c 
(20.4), plus postage. A thick, strong sheet made of 
flat knit cotton fabric layers bonded to a sheet of water- 
proof material. Stained very badly. Adhesion of layers 
was not strong. 


Gas and Electric Clothes Driers 


eR eCTAL or speeded-up drying of clothes 
can be a great boon to the housewife, 
particularly in the winter and during inclement 
weather, but the high power or fuel consump- 
tion of these devices and other serious disad- 
vantages they possess may well make them a 
doubtful purchase for the majority of house- 
wives, according to CR’s present information. 

Automatic clothes driers are of two types: 
(a) the tumbler type, in which the wet clothes 
are placed in a perforated basket which re- 
volves slowly; (b) the cabinet type, in which 
the clothes are hung over rods. In both types 
air, heated by gas or electricity, circulates 
through the drying chamber, sometimes with 
the help of a small fan. 

With an average washing machine the regu- 
lar 9-lb. load of clothes will contain approxi- 
mately 9 lb. of water after spinning or wring- 
ing. It will require about 1000 Btu of heat to 
remove a single pound of water, which means 
that if the drying cycle is to require about 45 
minutes, heat will need to be supplied at the 
rate of 12,000 Btu per hour. If the heat is to 
be supplied electrically, this will require at least 
3.5 kilowatts of electrical energy (actually 
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about one-third more), or about the amount 
taken by the oven of an electric stove. Accord- 
ingly, special wiring will be required, equiva- 
lent to the type used for energy supply to an 
electric range, and the cost of such wiring is 
considerable. (An average figure might be 
$60.) 

The GE clothes drier is rated at 4.6 kilowatts, 
the Blackstone at 4.4. The power companies 
object to loads of this magnitude being sud- 
denly thrown off and on the line, and from the 
consumer’s standpoint it could be inconvenient’ 
by causing the lights to flicker sharply and 
unpleasantly. The Hamilton gas-burning drier 
requires an input of 20,000 Btu per hour (corre- 
sponding to about 6 kilowatts electrical input). 

All of the moisture that is present in the 
clothes must be exhausted into the room or 
into the outside air, and likewise the heat used 
in the drying process must be disposed of in 
some way. If exhausted into the air of a small 
kitchen or laundry at the rapid rate which 
would be the case with an automatic clothes 
drier using a large heat input, the rapid flow of 
water vapor into the air of the house (9 |b. per 
cycle) can produce very disadvantageous re- 























sults, whereas in the small kitchen or laundry 
the high humidity will be very unpleasant. In 
the winter, condensation (with possible freez- 
ing) of water on windows and walls will occur; 
in houses without vapor barriers in the walls, 
condensation of large amounts of water be- 
tween the walls could occur, and could cause 
damage to the wood framing; damage by 
moisture condensation within the cold walls of 
a house in severe weather is a well-known 
phenomenon, and with the large amount of 
water dried out of considerable quantities of 
clothing, deterioration might be much more 
serious than could occur under more normal 
conditions. Whereas in winter, the extra mois- 
ture could harm the structure of the house; 
in summer, the heat and humidity might make 
working conditions in the home almost intol- 


erable on hot days. An obvious solution 
would be to pipe the warm moisture-laden air 
to the out-of-doors, but this has a serious dis- 
advantage in the wintertime of requiring that 
corresponding amounts of cold air be drawn 
into the house, and then this cold air must be 
brought up to comfortable living temperatures 
with consumption of a considerable extra 
amount of fuel. 


The clothes drier of the tumbler type will 
abrade from the clothing a certain amount of 
lint, which is usually caught in a lint trap; it 
is said that in some makes of driers, the wear 
on clothes in this tumbling operation may be 
appreciable; likewise, the lint which is blown 
out into the room toward the end of the drying 
operation can be a considerable nuisance. 





Two Table-Model Clock- Radios 








as units were tested, each 
consisting essentially of a small 
table-model feceiver, an electric- 
powered alarm clock, and a switch 
for turning on the radio at a pre- 
selected time. The alarm mechan- 
ism could be set to go off a few 
minutes after the radio was turned 
on. These clock-radios are priced 
considerably higher than they ought 
to be from the standpoint of utili- 
ty, since the clock and automatic 
switch feature add an extra $15 to $20 over 
the price of the radio itself (comparable in type 
and quality with the Radiola, Model 61-8, 
$19.95, reported in the May 1948 BuLLetin). 
Both appliances had an “‘ac-dc”’ radio chassis, 
but, because of the clock mechanism, were suit- 
able only for a-c operation. 


B. Intermediate 


General Electric Radio Alarm Clock, Model 60 (General 
Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn.) $39.95. Brown plastic 
cabinet. Used 5 tubes including rectifier. Standard 
broadcast band only. Accessibility for servicing, good. 
Sensitivity and selectivity, fair to good. Approximate 
audio response (acoustic), 100 to 3200 cycles, fair. 
Acoustic quality on listening test considered good. Out- 
put power (volume), good, with a minimum of blasting 
at high output. Current leakage considered excessive, 
whence set is not recommended for use atop a radiator 
or in a kitchen or in a home where it would be accessible 
to a child, because of inadequate electrical safety pre- 
cautions. Electric clock, apparently manufactured by 
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Left to right: General Electric Radio Alarm Clock, Model 60, and the 
Silvertone. 


G. E., was of conventional type, kept accurate time 
and was quiet in operation. This listing does not apply 
to another General Electric Clock Radio, Model 50 
(smaller in size and less expensive, $31.95), found to 
have poor selectivity and sensitivity and to use 4 tubes 
including rectifier in t.r.f. circuit. 2 
C. Not Recommended 

Silvertone (Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 57—08010) $33.25, 
plus postage. Brown plastic cabinet. Standard AM 
broadcast band only. Parts and werkmanship, fairly 
good, although pointer rubbed against dial in several 
places. Accessibility for servicing, good. Selectivity, 
fair. Set was not correctly aligned as received and a 
replacement unit was also very poorly aligned. Approxi- 
mate audio response (acoustic), 140 to 2300 cycles, poor. 
Power output (volume), fair. Acoustic performance 
judged poor in listening tests on both units. Leakage 
current excessive. The Telechron Clock Timer mechanism 
used kept accurate time, ran quietly, and functioned 
properly, in its new condition. Although the Silvertone 
is rated B. Intermediate, it was not, considered as a radio, 
judged to be the equal of the General Electric, a 
60. 














































Announcement Regarding Forthcoming 
Report on 1948 Automobiles 


WwW on CR’s report on 1948 automobiles 
is proceeding as rapidly as possible. 
Subscribers should bear in mind that the work 
is much more difficult than in pre-war years 
when all the automobiles were announced and 
readily available for immediate delivery, at 
about the same time. Several consultants are 
working on this project and a large mass of 
data must be obtained, analyzed, and checked, 
and differences of opinion resolved; all of this 
takes considerable time. Reports on as many 
individual cars as possible will appear in BuL- 
LETINS within the next few months, until such 
time as all the data for all the leading cars 
have been received, at which time comparative 
ratings in tabular form will be issued. 


Subscribers are reminded that if the infor- 
mation on the cars were furnished to our read- 
ers before it had been properly studied and 
analyzed, it might result in many families’ buy- 
ing a car which upon later consideration would 
prove to be relatively undesirable, or not as 
good a buy for the money as another. On that 





A Table-Model 


CR has not up to this time reported on any 
television sets, for reasons which may be brief- 
ly stated as the present instability of design 
of such sets and their extremely high prices. 
A further consideration was the knowledge 
that comparatively low-cost sets were soon to 
be put on the market—sets of the transformer- 
less type—selling in a price range of around 
$170 to $200 plus installation—amounting to 
about $35 with an additional amount for a 
year’s warranty. (Some of those are now ap- 
pearing and are undergoing test.) In the mean- 
time, we are able to present this brief and tenta- 
tive report on the examination and use of one 
of the more expensive sets. 


account, there is no possibility of providing re- 
liable information on a given year’s cars on a 
quick-service or casual basis. It takes time 
and hard study to provide data and recom- 
mendations on new automobiles which are rea- 
sonably dependable. Information about this 
year’s crop of automobiles that is timely can 
never be completely dependable, for in the na- 
ture of things, # cannot include all the quali- 
fications that may later be called for on the 
basis of fuller data, and experience with the 
cars on the road. In this connection, it is 
noted that many subscribers are requesting in- 
formation on cars which are not actually being 
delivered; e.g., Ford '49, Tucker, etc. It is well 
to bear in mind that no information of real 
usefulness and dependability can be given 
about products which are not actually on the 
market. To see and examine a car which is 
not being commercially produced cannot give 
reliable information as to what that same make 
may be like from a quality and performance 
standpoint when turned out in mass production 
a few months or a year or two later. 


Television Set 





A. Recommended 


RCA Television Receiver, Model 630TS (Radio Corp. of 
America RCA Victor Div., Camden, N.J.) $377.60 
plus-$55 installation cost and service for a year. 30 
tubes used including rectifiers. Used a 10-in. picture 
tube (picture size, 634 in. x 84% in.). Wood cabinet with 
walnut finish, 141% in. high, 26 in. wide, and 19 in. deep. 
Picture was considered quite stable and set required no 
adjustment after original warm-up period. Covered 
the 13 television channels. Audio quality considered 
only fair. Very recently this Model 6307S has been 
replaced by a later Model 87.S30, which has a slightly 
larger speaker and a different cabinet. The later model, 
however, uses the same tubes and appears not to be 
changed in any essential characteristics. It is believed 
that these RCA sets are definitely among the better 
television sets presently available in their price range. 
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| 
Non-Automatic Power-Wringer Type 
Washing Machine 





AS CR pointed out many times in the past, 
no washing machine with a power wring- 
er, irrespective of its high qualities in other re- 
spects, can properly receive an A rating until 
such time as the designers can find means to 
equip such machines with a fully dependable, 
easily-operated, sure-working safety device for 
preventing serious accidents from the use of 
their power wringers. No manufacturers of the 
machines tested by CR have yet done this, and 
some continue to build machines which do not 
even meet the requirements of the Under- 
writers’ Laboratories as to wringer release ac- 
tion (which in CR’s opinion err rather on the 
side of liberality to the manufacturer rather 
than otherwise). CR fully recognizes that 
there are many who for various reasons feel that 
they must purchase and use this type of ma- 
chine in spite of the hazards it involves, and 
who feel that they can take the necessary pre- 
cautions to prevent injury to the user, and to 
children in the home. For such persons, CR 
furnishes information about another washer 
of the power-wringer type just tested. We 
emphasize again, however, that the utmost 
caution and care is required in operating any 
such washer, especially to prevent injury to 
children (who may tamper with the machinery 
in the mother’s absence); many people have 
been killed or seriously injured by use of power- 
wringer washers, and accidents of this sort are 
reported quite regularly in the newspapers. 


C. Not Recommended 


General Electric, Model AWS 332 (General Electric Co., 
Bridgeport, Conn.) $149.75. Conventional non-auto- 
matic power-wringer type. Agitator type of washing 
action. Maker’s capacity rating, 8 lb. of dry clothes. 
Required 17 gal. of water. Time required for pump to 
empty tub, 134 minutes. Lacked switch to turn motor 
on and off, which should have been a part of the ap- 
pliance. Lacked provision for storing cord when not in 
use. Controls, except for pump, were convenient to 
operate without undue bending over, but were not 


General Electric, Model AWS 332 


marked to indicate purpose. Washing effectiveness 
with 15-minute washing period, very good (only slightly 
below that of Maytag E2-LP reported in May 1946 
Bulletin). Effectiveness in drving clothes, good. Wear 
on clothes. slight. Ease of cleaning tub, good. The 
force required to operate the emergency release exceeded 
by an appreciable amount the limit set by the Under- 
writers’ specifications; otherwise the washer would have 
received a B-Jntermediate rating. Except for some loss 
of oil to the floor, washer satisfactorily completed 100- 
hour endurance test. 
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An AM Tuner 
| | A Table-Model_ 
a following tuner has been nationally ad- 


vertised in journals read by radio fans and Radio- Phonogra ph 


servicemen. 


C. Not Recommended Combination | 


Adaptol AM Tuner, Model CT-1 (Adaptol Co., 120 New 
Lots Ave., Brooklyn 12, N.Y.) $12.45. Ac-de super- 


ne 2 Be 









































































heterodyne circuit, using 3 tubes (including rectifier). B. Intermediate 

Chassis, no cabinet furnished. Quality of parts, work- - Int dat 

manship, and accessibility for wen 1 considered fair. Westinghouse Table Radio Phonograph Combination, Model 
Sensitivity varied from poor to fair. Electrical response H-122A (Westinghouse Electric Corp., Home Radio 


20 to 3800 cycles [10 db. down] (good bass but poor 


. : \ . Div., Sunbury, Pa.) $99.95. Consisted of tw 
treble), and distortion was excessive at high levels of aye )§ + 0 age egret were 


units, a 6-tube (including rectifier) ac-dc table-model 
superheterodyne receiver mounted in a plastic case, and 
a record player with automatic changer mounted in a 
wooden cabinet. Record player of the combination 
can be used only on a.c. The small radio (9 in. high, 14 
in. wide, 6 in. deep) fits into a compartment in the cabi- 
net and can be taken out for use elsewhere, if desired. 
(The reverse operation is not quite as convenient as 
might appear, for care is required in dropping the radio 
line lead through the slot in the front of the record 
changer compartment.) {Over-all size of combination, 
9 in. high, 15 in. wide, and 19 in. deep. Workmanship 
and accessibility for servicing, good. -Sensitivity and 
selectivity, good. Acoustical range 100 to 4000 cycles 
(fair), with phonograph power output (volume) ex- 
cellent for table model (3.4 watts with 10% distortion). | 





(This resulted from the use of two 25L6 beam power 
tubes in push pull in output circuit.) Acoustical qual- 





modulation at the broadcasting station (corresponding ity in listening tests considered only fair, with a notice- 
to loud signals). Restricted character of Adaptol’s able lack of tone clarity (vibration of plastic radio 
audio range was readily apparent when tuner was used cabinet and lid of phonograph cabinet contributed to 
to feed a wide-range amplifier and speaker. Tone qual- defects of tone quality). Leakage current from radio 
ity would be considered satisfactory when used with chassis to ground, 8 ma. (very high). Considerable hum 
amplifier and speaker equipment having only poor or was present when using the phonograph. Record 
restricted range. Leakage current (shock hazard), ex- changer (manufactured by General Instrument Co.) 
treme. (Conducting shield on output cable tied directly played twelve 10-in. or ten 12-in. records, repeating 
to one side of power line.) This tuner would not be at last record. Used Fidelitone Deluxe precious metal alloy 
all suitable for use with any high-fidelity reproducing sys- needle (replaceable) with crystal cartridge; needle pres- 
tem. 1 sure 1.4 oz. 3 








‘ . Imitation-Leather, 
Binders for CR’s Bulletins Non-Flexible-Cover Binder | 


Uses simple device of straight wires for | 


securing the BULLETINS, and does not re- | 


Te following two styles of binders, suit- 
quire that they be punched or drilled. $1.50 | ‘ 


ably imprinted for Consumers’ Research 
material, are available to subscribers at cost 
plus a small handling and mailing charge: 


postpaid (Canada, $1.75). The wire-type 
binder has two advantages: it permits the 
: BULLETINS to open flat, and it reduces wear 
Black Fiberboord Binder on them—important when they are much 

A durable, fiberboard binder, with Acco- handled and frequently referred to. 
type metal fastener for securing the BULLE- Either type of binder easily holds a full 
TINS. 35c postpaid (Canada, 45c). This year’s issues of CR’s BULLETINS. The fiber- 
binder can be used only with BULLETINS _ board binder is thinner than the other but 
that are drilled or punched (2 holes needed). __ will hold 18 of the monthly issues. 
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ESB PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 22> 


By Walter F. Grueninger 
Please Note: In (he ratings AA indicates highly recommended; A, recommended; B, intermediate; C, not recommended. 


ORCHESTRA 


Bizet: L’Arlesienne—Selections from Suites Nos. 1 and 2 

(5 sides) & Puccini: Manon Lescaut—Intermezzo (1 side). 

National Symphony Orchestra (Great Britain) under Beer. 

English Decca Set 42. $7.35. Warm, dramatic music. Clear, 
virile recording. Musicianly performance. 

Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Bizet: Carmen—Suites Nos. 1 and 2. National Symphony 
Orchestra (Great Britain) under Fistoulari. 6 sides, English 
Decca Set 41. $7.35. Magnificent recording of colorful music 
that appeals to nearly everybody, though some may prefer 
vocal recordings of certain sections. Played with becoming 
restraint, in contrast to Stokowski’s lengthier, exaggerated 
RCA Victor Set 1002 which should be avoided. Beecham’s 
Columbia Set MX 144 ($3.35) offers a sensitive performance, 
excellently recorded, of much of this music. 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


Tchaikovsky: Rome and Juliet (5 sides) & Kabalevsky: 
Colas Breugnon—Overture (1 side). NBC Symphony under 
Toscanini. RCA Victor Set 1178. $4.75. An outstanding 
set. The major work, one of Tchaikovsky's finest; lively 
filler. Tense, virtuoso performance. Violins suffer because 
the recording range is not high. Good transients. Best of 
the competition, the splendid Koussevitzky RCA Victor Set 
347, offers a more common, romantic approach, well recorded. 
Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Tchaikovsky: The Sleeping Beauty Ballet-Excerpts. Sto- 
kowski and His Symphony Orchestra. 12 sides, RCA Victor 
Set 1205. $8.75. Stokowski has selected only “the finest 
music of this beautiful and varied score.” His approach is 
illuminating and sturdy. Recording—wide range, with pleas- 
ing reverberation, similar to the best English Decca records. 
Clear detail. Limited dynamic range. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


CONCERTO 


Bach: Violin Concerto in A Minor. Roman Totenberg with 
the Musicraft Chamber Orchestra. 4 sides, Musicraft Set 
78. $3. An admirable work performed agreeably. The solo- 
ist is warmly recorded whereas the orchestra sounds dry and 
hard. Noisy surfaces. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording B 


Handel: Concerto in B Flat (Op. 4 No. 6). Marcel Grandjany 
(harp) and the RCA Victor Chamber Orchestra under Morel 
(3 sides) & Francisque: Pavane and Bransles (1 side) & 
Mirchhoff: Aria and Rigaudon (1 side) & Couperin: Soeur 
Monique (1 side). Grandjany (harp). RCA Victor Set 1201. 
$4.75. A charming composition, on most occasions soloed by 
harpsichord or organ, played here by a remarkably dexterous 
harpist. Jewel of a recording. The short compositions are 
engaging but I deplore the fact that one is compelled to buy 
them to get the concerto. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Tchaikovsky: Concerto for Violin. Erica Morini and the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra under Defauw. 8 sides, RCA 
Victor Set 1168. $6. A spectacular composition played with 
vigor and emotion. Over.100 measures are cut out of the 
last movement. Adequate orchestral support. Hard, reson- 
ant recording with violin well forward. Some surfaces are 
audible. Though recordings by Heifetz, Milstein, Elman and 
Huberman may still be around, the choice simmers down to 
Morini and Heifetz and that depends on how you like your 
Tchaikovsky. Heifetz in RCA Victor Set 356 is suave, as- 
sured, polished. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


CHAMBER AND INSTRUMENTAL 


A Program of Organ Music. Virgil Fox (organ). 10 sides, 
RCA Victor Set 1177. $7.25. This set is a joy. Exciting, 
virtuoso playing on the organ in the John Hays Hammond 
Museum. Brilliant recording. Included are “Fantasy in F 
Minor” by Mozart, “Prelude and Fugue in G Minor” by 
Dupré, “Sonata No. 1" by Mendelssohn, ‘‘Fugue a la Gigue”’ 
by Bach. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Brahms: String Quartet in B Flat Major (Op. 67). Guilet 
String Quartet. 8 sides, Vox Set 208. $6. Third and most 
readily assimilated Brahms quartet. Befitting, vigorous per- 
formance recorded with little luster. Quiet surfaces, best yet 
from Vox. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording B 


Franck: Sonata in A Major. Francescatti and Casadesus 
(violin and piano). 8 sides, Columbia Set 717. $5.85. One 
of the great works for violin and piano. Performance stresses 
the drama. Excellent teamwork, tone and balance. Overall, 
best set of this work now available. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


VOCAL 


Bach: Magnificat. Robert Shaw conducting the RCA Vic- 
tor Chorale and Orchestra with Soloists. 10 sides, RCA Vic- 
tor Set 1182. $6. Exuberant work composed for the Vesper 
Service on Christmas, 1723. Blanche Thebom is outstanding 
as a soloist though the others are quite satisfactory. The re- 
cording engineers do all that can be expected of them. 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


Berg: Excerpts from Wozzeck. Charlotte Boerner (soprano) 
with the Janssen Symphony of Los Angeles under Janssen. 
4 sides, Artist Set JS 12. $5. (Distributed by Westinghouse 
Electric Supply Co., Los Angeles, Calif.) Music from the 
23 year old complex, atonal opera which is gaining in im- 
portance. This appears to be the only recording available of 
music from Wozzeck. Well performed. Recording satisfac- 
tory, though not so brilliant as best domestic. Plastic pressing 
which crackles. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Mozart: Requiem. Tassinari, Stignani, Tagliavini, Tajo with 
EIAR Orchestra and Chorus under de Sabata, 16 sides, 
Cetra-Soria Set 101. $15.70. A great work. Dramatic 
performance. Recorded in Italy but pressed here on good 
surfaces. Unusual echo, strings lack bite, but more im- 
portant, voices are well recorded. Superior to RCA Victor 
Set 649. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Todd Duncan Recital (baritone). 8 sides, Musicraft Set 82. 
$3.75. In addition to numbers from Porgy and Bess, this 
praiseworthy set includes “Ole Man River,” “The Flea,” 
and other Duncan recital hits. The singer’s voice and style 
are less polished than other baritones you can name but an 
earthy quality makes them distinctive. Excellent recording 
and quiet surfaces. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


French Operatic Arias. Maggie Teyte (soprano). 6 sides, 
RCA Victor Set 1169. $4. Principally delightful, unfamiliar 
18th century opera bouffe music - laseuliee, Grétry, etc. 
Sung discreetly with elegant style but with an occasional 
high note not fully covered. Voice recording clear but small 
orchestra recording lacks wide range. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Handel: The Messiah. Nash, Thomas, Suddaby, Antony, 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Luton Choral Society and 
Special Choir under Sir Thomas Beecham (41 sides). In- 
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troductory Talk by Sir Thomas Beecham (1 side). RCA 
Victor Sets 1194/5. $28.25. An uncut performance of a 
og val sacred work recorded at the HMV Studios over a period 
of five months beginning February, 1947. The performance 
abounds with vitality so characteristic of the work of Sir 
Thomas who, next to Handel, emerges as the hero. Four 
choruses ranging from 42 to 250 voices are employed, result- 
ing in delicacy in the intimate numbers and grandeur in the 
“Hallelujah Chorus.” The orchestra’s tone is adjusted to 
the soloists and chorus. Elsie Suddaby, soprano, is the weak- 
est soloist and has a difficult time in the highest passages. 
Heddle Nash, tenor, is the best soloist, revealing an excellent 
grasp of style and nuance. The diction of the entire set is 
not clear but cover liner program notes help. Recording of 
the orchestra lacks wide range but voices are powerful, the 
balance is good and the chamber is sufficiently resonant, giv- 
ing one the impression of hearing the performance from the 
rear of the hall ... Compared with the performance under 
Malcolm Sargent—substantially complete, 38 sides, Columbia 
Set 666, $26.70; Columbia's recording and soloists are slight- 
ly superior. Victor’s choral passages come through with 
better focus. The main difference, however, is Sir Thomas 
Beecham whose genius is evident when direct comparisons of 
interpretation are made. Both sets are excellent but Sir 
Thomas tips the scale for Victor. Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Mascagni: L’Amico Frits—‘‘Cherry Duet.’’ Pia Tassinari 
and Ferruccio Tagliavini (soprano and tenor) (3 sides) & 
Act III Intermezzo. EIAR Symphony Orchestra under the 
Composer (1 side). Cetra-Soria Set 105. $4.75. The excerpts 
presented (recorded in Italy) are the most popular from this 
opera which is rarely played here. The performance of both 
selections under the baton of the composer is first rate. 
Tagliavini sounds as he does from a balcony seat in the Met. 
Tassinari sounds pleasant when she does not force. The re- 
cording of the voices is acceptable but that of the orchestra, 
especially noticeable in the filler, is the poorest I have heard 
in a long, long time. Some surface noise. The pitch of side 
4 is unsteady. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording B 


aay Arias. Ferruccio Tagliavini (tenor). 4 sides, RCA 
ictor Set VO 13. $5. First American recordings of the fore- 
most Italian singer in our country this season. Performed are 
“Una Furtiva Lagrima,” ‘‘Parmi Veder,”’ “Lamento di Féderi- 
ca” and “O Paradiso.”” Tagliavini’s flowing style and moving 
voice are rarely approached by other tenors nowadays. | 
am troubled, however, by the electronics. Has the engineer 
turned up the volume now and then? Has Tagliavini moved 
forward and backward in relation to the mike? In no other 
way can I account for some of the color and affectation. 
Nevertheless, it’s an arresting performance. Pressed on 
nearly silent vinylite surfaces. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Repeat Performance. Lily Pons (soprano). 8 sides, Columbia 
Set 720. .85. Miss Pons is in rare form in this combina- 
tion of sentiment and coloratura—"Blue Danube,”’ ‘“Estrel- 
lita,” “Ay-Ay-Ay,” etc. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Wagner: Die Walkiire—‘Wotan's Farewell” and ‘Magic 
Fire Music.” Paul Schédffler (bass-baritone) and London 
Symphony Orchestra under Karl Rankl. 4 sides, English 
Decca Set 46. $5.25. The famous closing measures of Die 
Walkiire. Decca’s press release states Schdffler “is regarded 
as the finest operatic baritone in Germany and Austria today.” 
His is a full, round, youthful voice lighter in texture than that 
of others I have heard sing the part. As for style—if he is no 
Schorr, who else is? On the whole, a remarkable performance. 
The “Fire Music” is taken rather slowly. Schdffler is too 
close to the mike in relation to the orchestra to give his 
listeners the impression of hearing the scene in the opera. 
Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


LIGHT, POPULAR, AND MISCELLANEOUS 


Morton Gould Showcase. Morton Gould and His Orchestra. 
8 sides, Columbia Set 706. $5.85. Gould keeps close to 
bounds in these arrangements, giving us an album of color- 
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fully orchestrated ‘‘Limehouse Blues,”’ “Begin the Beguine,”’ 
“The Peanut Vendor,” etc. Superior recording in a resonant 
chamber. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Kostelanetz Favorites. Kostelanetz and His Orchestra. 8 
sides, Columbia Set 681. $5.85. Selections which Kostelanetz 
“has found to be perennially popular everywhere,”’ include 
“Jalousie,”” “‘The Rosary,” “Souvenir,” ‘“The Swan,” etc. 
Over-embroidered orchestra and schmalz are obvious faults. 
Otherwise the set is commendable. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Love Notes from Andy Russell (singer). 8 sides, Capitol Set 
CD 68. $4. “Dearly Beloved,” ‘‘Don’t Blame Me,” ‘‘Too 
Marvelous” and other love numbers sung pleasantly and slow- 
ly. Interpretation A 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Music by Camarata. The Kingsway Symphony Orchestra 
under Camarata. 6 sides, London Set LA 1. $3.15. ‘‘Rumba- 
lero,” “Come Back to Sorrento,’’ “Haunted Ballroom,” “I 
Love Thee,” ‘‘Gershwin Prelude.’””’ Comparisons with Kostel- 
anetz are inevitable. Expert direction, overdressed orches- 
tration, live recording chamber, but in the more strenuous 
moments recording lacks clarity. Some surfaces crackle. 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Music of Cole Porter. Kostelanetz and His Orchestra. 6 sides 

Columbia Set 721. $4.60. “In the Still of the Night,” «f 

Love You,” “I’ve Got You Under My Skin,”’ etc., in the usual 
lush Kostelanetz orchestration and lifelike recording. 

Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Busy Fingers. The Three Suns (novelty trio). 8 sides, RCA 
Victor Set P 206. $4. ‘Dancing Tambourine,” “Stumbling,” 
“Doll Dance,” “‘Nola,”’ etc., played by ae. 
nterpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


Duchin Plays Tchaikovsky (piano, orchestra & chorus). 8 
sides, Columbia Set C 154. $3.75. Dance tempo arrange- 
ments, featuring piano, of Tchaikovsky melodies. Of its 
kind, good. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording AA 


New Orleans Jazz. Featuring Irving Fazola and His Dixie- 
land Band. 8 sides, RCA Victor Set HJ 12. $4. Dixieland 
style presented by a newly recorded quartet which knows 
what it’s about. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Sentimental Journey. Les Brown and His Orchestra. 8 sides, 
Columbia Set C 131. $3.75. ‘The best of Les” has been 
gathered for this set for dancing or listening. It’s good. 
Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


The Three Suns Present—8 sides, RCA Victor Set P 185. $4. 
An organ, accordion and guitar play eight swell tunes to the 
critic’s taste—‘‘When Day is Done,” “Deep Purple,” ‘“Hin- 
dustan,” ‘“‘Dardenella,” etc. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Rumba de Cuba. Chuy Reyes and His Hollywood Mocombo 
Orchestra. 8 sides, Capitol Set BD 74. rte Reyes plays 
conservatively which makes for enduring pleasure. Included 
are “Almendra,” “N Leono,” “‘La Ultima Noche,” etc. 
Well recorded though not widest range. Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording A 


Smash Hits from Broadway Shows. Marion Bell (soprano) 
immy Carroll (tenor). 8 sides, RCA Victor Set P 205. $4. 
arion Bell’s voice is pleasant, reedy, and clear whereas 
Jimmy Carroll's is light but round and full. Some solos, 
some duets, all sung in good taste though dragged now and 
then. Included are “People Will Say,” “‘Glocca Morra,” 
“If I Loved You,” “Strange Music,” etc. 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 














Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 

digest of opinion from a wide range of motion 
picture reviews, including the motion picture trade 
press, leading newspapers and magazines—some 19 
different periodicals in all. The motion picture 
ratings which follow thus do not represent the 
judgment of a single person, but are based on an 
analysis of crictics’ reviews. 


The sources of the reviews are: 


Box Office, Charm, Chicago Daily Tribune, The Christian Century, Cue, Daily 
News (N.Y.), The Exhibitor, Harrison's Reports, Motion Picture Herald, 
National Legion of Decency List, Newsweek, New York Herald Tribune, 
New York Times, Parents’ Magazine, Release of the D.A.R. Preview Com- 
mittee, Successful Farming, Time, Variety (weekly), and Unbiased Opinions 
of Current Motion Pictures which includes reviews by the General Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs, the American Legion Auxiliary, National Film 
Music Council, and others. 


The figures preceding the title of the picture in- 
dicate the number of critics who have been judged 
to rate the film A (recommended), B (intermediate), 
or C (not recommended) on its entertainment 
values. 

Audience suitability is indicated by “A” for 
adults, ‘““Y” for young people (14-18), and “C’”’ for 
children, at the end of each line. 


Descriptive abbreviations are as follows: 


adv—adventure hist—founded on historical incident 
biog—biography mel—melodrama 
e—in color (Technicolor, Cinecolor, mxs—musical 
Trucolor, Magnacolor, Vitacolor,etc.) mys—mystery 
car—cartoon ramatization of a novel 
com—comedy rom—romance 
cri—crime and capture of criminals soc—social-problem drama 
doc—documentary trav—travelogue 
dr—drama war—dealing with the lives of people 
fan—fantasy in wartime 

wes—western 


- 
ie) 


Adventures of Casanova 
Adventures in Silverado 
Albuquerque 
Alias a Gentleman 
All My Sons 
Always Together 
An Ideal Husband 
(See Ideal Husband, An) 
Angelina 
Angels’ Alley 
Anna Karenina 


| o~m~a| eO 


bdoemt ddl 


Antoine et Antoinette 
April Showers 

Arch of Triumph 

Are You With It? 
Argyle Secrets, The 
Arizona Ranger, The 
Arthur Takes Over 


Bandits of Dark Canyon 
Beauty and the Beast 
Berlin Express 


B. F.’s Daughter. . 
Big City 

Big Clock, The 

Big Town After Dark. 
Bill and Coo.. 
Bishop’s Wife, ‘The. 
Black Bart 

Black Hills... . 
Blonde Savage 
Blondie’s Anniversary 
Bohemian Rapture 
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Bride Goes Wild, The 
Buckaroo from Powder River. 
Bush Christmas 


Caged Fury 


.mus-wes AYC 


Campus Honeymoon....... 

Captain Boycott 

Captain from Castile 

Carnival of Sinners 

Cary and the Bishop’s Wife 
(See Bishop’s Wife, The) 


Cass Timberlane.... 
Cavalleria Rusticana 
Challenge, The 

Check Your Guns 
Cheyenne Takes Over. . 
Chinese Ring, The 
Close-Up 

Confessions of a Rogue 
Crime and Punishment 


Daisy Kenyon 
EY I, 6 ccc touedodsest 
Dear Murderer 


 , i ee ar “4 
Devil’s Cargo 

Docks of New Orleans... 

Double Life, A 

Dreams That Money Can ae 
Driftwood 


Elixir of Love 
Encharted Valley, The. . 
Escape Me Never 
Eternal Return, The 
Exile, The 


Fabulous Texan, The... . 


Farrebique. . 
Fighting Mad.. 
Fighting Vigilantes. 
Flame, Th 
Fledermaus, Die.... 
For You I Die... 
Forever Amber... 
Fort Apache... 
French Leave... 


— The 


Fury at Furnace Creek.. 
Gay Ranchero, The 
Gentleman’s Agreement 
Glamour Girl 


Great Glinka, The...... 
Green Dolphin Street...... 
Green Grass of Wyoming... 
Gun Talk 

Half-Past Midnight... kp oe 
Hawk of Powder River, The. . 
Hazard. 

Heading for Heaven 

Henry IV. 

Here Comes Trouble. .. 

High Wall.. 

Holiday Camp. 
Homecoming. . 

Hunted, The... 

I Became a Criminal.... 

I Love Trouble 
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If You Knew Susie 
If Winter Comes 
In Self Defense 
Inside Story, The 
Intrigue 

Iron Curtain, The 
It Had to Be You 


Jenny Lamour 
Jiggs and Maggie in Society........ 


Killer McCoy 

King of the Bandits 

Lady from Shanghai, The 
Last Days of Boot Hill 
Let’s Live Again 

Letter from an Unknown Woman... A 
Lightnin’ in the Forest. . ..cri-com A 
Linda Be Good... ee _.mus-com A 
Lost One, The.. .mus-dr A 
Love from a Stranger. . cri-mel A 
Lover’s Return, A 

Lucia di Lammermoor 

Lucky Bride, The 


mys-mel A 


Man from Texas, The 

Man of _ 

Mary Lo 

Mating of — The 

Meet Me at Daw 

Miracle Can onan. A 

Miracle of the Bells 

Money Madness 

Mourning Becomes Electra 

Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream 


My Girl Tisa 
My Wild Irish Rese 


Naked City, The 
Nicholas Nickleby... . 
Night Song 

Nightmare Alley 

Noose Hangs High, The. 


October Man, The 
Oklahoma Badlands 

Old Los Angeles 

On the Old Spanish Trail... . 
Open Secre 

Out of the Past 

Overland Trails 


A 


Paradine Case, The 
Passionelle 


Piccadilly Incident 
Pirate, The 

Pirates of Monterey 
Prairie Express 
Prairie Raiders 


Raven, The 

Relentless 

Return of Rin Tin Tin 
Return of the Lash 

Return of the Whistler, The.. . 
Revenge 

Road to Rio 

Road to the Big House 

Robin Hood of Monterey 


mus-wes AYC 


..mus-biog-c AY 
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*‘Sainted”’ Sisters, The 
Scudda-Hoo! Scudda-Hay!....... 
Search, The 

Secret Beyond the Door 

Senator Was Indiscreet, The.... 
Shadow _—- 

Shaggy .. 

Shakuntala. 

Sign of the Ram, ‘The. 
Silent Conflict 

Sitting Pretty 

Six-Gun Law 

Sleep, My Love 

Slippy McGee 

Smart Politics 

Smart Woman 

Smoky River Serenade 
Smugglers, The.. eae 
So Well Remembered. 

Son of the Regiment 
| fo) |) Se 

Speed to Spare 

Spring 

Stage to Mesa City 

State of the Union 

Story of Tosca, The mus-dr A 
Stranger from Ponca City, The mus-wes AYC 
Summer Holiday mus-com-c A 
Swordsman, The 


mus-wes AYC 
cri-mel A 


doc-dr AYC 
..mys-mel A 
Tarzan and the Mermaids. . 
Tender Years, The 
Tenth Avenue Angel 
Three Daring Daughters. 
Thunder in the Valley. 
Tioga Kid, The 
To Live in Peace 
To the Ends of the Earth. 
To the Victor. . war-mel A 
Tornado Range. mus-wes A = 
Treasure of the Sierre Madre, The. ...dr A 
...com A 
..mus-com A 


mel-c AY 


.mus-com-c A 

..dr-c AYC 
.mus-wes AYC 
..war-mel AY 
..doc-mel AY 


Unconquered ee 
Under Colorado Skies............ 
Untamed Fury 

Upturned Glass, The 


Vacation Days 

Voice of the Turtle, The............. 
Volpone 

Voyage Surprise 


We Lived Through Buchenwald. .war-doc A 
Western Heritage 

Westward Trail, The 

When a Girl’s Beautiful......... 

Where There’s Life 

Whispering City 

White Stallion 

Wild Frontier, The 

Wild Horse Mesa 

Winner, The 

Winter Meeting 

Wistful Widow of Wagon Gap, The..com A 
Woman from Tangier, The ] 
Woman in White, The 

Woman’s Vengeance, A 

Women in the Night 

Wreck of the Hesperus, The 


You Were Meant for Me 
Zygmunt Kolosowski 
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Off the Editor’s Chest 


(Continued from page 2) 





signed, newly-manufactured car are considerably 
greater, for he has no previous experience or prece- 
dent to guide him, and lacks the tools and specific in- 
structions that are most helpful to dealers of the 
old-line manufacturers. As a result, one CR con- 
sultant reports, dealers handling at least one of 
these new cars are loaded down with far more ‘‘con- 
ditioning for delivery”’ than normal, and only re- 
cently has the factory been able to give them any 
real help in the matter of providing instructions, 
tools, and parts. In many cases they have just not 
been properly equipped to service cars with numer- 
ous defects, either before or after delivery. 


All manufacturing jobs of the magnitude,'of an 
automobile need at least a year for reworking on 
the basis,of service experience, and often the eager 
consumer pays a high price both in cash and un- 
satisfactory performance for being one of the first 
enthusiastic purchasers of something new and un- 
usual in a motor car. It should be noted that this 
observation applies not only to automobiles, but 
to radio and television sets, vacuum cleaners, auto- 
matic washing machines, and a number of other 
complex, costly appliances. 


Established, old-line manufacturers, too, have 
their troubles, but the difficulties with established 
makes of cars are somewhat different from those 
occurring in cars of new design. Usually the dif- 
ficulties with a car that has been tried in the cruci- 
ble of experience relate to such factors as undue 
wear of some part, unduly short life of piston rings, 
or gears, or some other element; or matters such 
as bearing wear, valve quality, unexpected weak- 
ness of some new minor material or device, the 
nature of the protection given certain parts against 
corrosion, etc. Serious troubles are more likely by 
far to occur in the cars of manufacturers who are 
given to producing radically new or different de- 
signs each year, or who may lack previous expeti- 
ence in manufacturing or servicing a car contain- 
ing many new or out-of-the-ordinary design details. 


The old-line manufacturers often use innova- 
tions, too, but they are commonly changes of a kind 
which are not too critical in their effect, if anything 
goes wrong. The new manufacturer and the smaller 
manufacturer may have troubles that are due not 
only to faults of new designs, but also to immaturity 
or untested quality of the previous design. The 
more frequently and drastically a car manufactur- 
er tends to change his models, the more likely it is 
that the dual sort of troubles may be a problem. 
If his changes are frequent and drastic, he never 
gets around to passing on the benefits of his ex- 


perience with an unsuccessful detail to his customers; 
he is too busy finishing and promoting some new 
feature, on which he also lacks experience. From 
the standpoint of the consumer who is concerned 
chiefly with reliability and dependable performance, 
the best automobile is likely to be the one whose 
manufacturer makes the least change from year to 
year beyond the changes required to correct the 
faults of last year’s models. 


Although such a manufacturer may make mis- 
takes that are troublesome, they are not likely to be 
of the sort that leave the car owner with the feeling 
that he has made a woefully bad investment, which 
is what may happen with the purchase of one of 
the less substantial or less-tried makes. Anyone 
who doubts this will do well to recall that there 
have been a total of more than 1500 makes of auto- 
mobiles sold in the U. S. in previous years, and 
less than 2 percent, a very small proportion of 
them, have survived the test of time and consumer 
acceptance. Of nearly 200 companies which reached 
the stage of actual production of motor cars, near- 
ly 170 encountered difficulties and passed out of 
existence, before 1936. Today the number of active 
“‘makes”’ is only about 20. 


History will repeat itself; there are being pro- 
duced today—and there will still be produced, next 


year and the next—cars that will be as serious fail- 
ures from the standpoint of giving permanent satis- 
faction as some of the more than 1500 odd “‘makes”’ 
of cars that have been born and died since the 
beginnings of large scale automobile manufacture a 
few years after the turn of the century. 


There will always be people who are so interested 
in novelty and innovation so that they will buy a 
new car as a woman buys a new hat, for appear- 
ance, style, eye-catching quality, or swank. Any 
prospective purchaser who wants to be the first to 
own a new or exceptional design must be prepared 
to pay the price for being a guinea pig for the manu- 
facturer’s development work. Those who learned 
during the war years to rate performance and 
economy above all other factors will be more 
cautious in making their purchase of a new car; 
the possible imminence of another war or at least 
of a period of preparation for war, which may close 
down automobile plants and put at least some of 
them back at armament production, should be suf- 
ficient reason for many to whom cost is a matter 
of importance, to play safe in their buying of a new 
car and not put too much trust in the glib adver- 
tiser who plays up novelty and innovation above 
the tests of time and experience. 
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